
 

 

 

General Coalition Meeting 
Minutes 

Maurer College of Public Health, Room 3020 

04/02/2018 – (12:00p-1:00p) 

1. Call to Order: 12:12p   Call to Adjourn: 1:06p  

2. Introductions (5 min) 

a. Present: JohnCarl Denkovich, Linda Lovgren, Natalia Trinidad, Dean Ross, Alex Brown, 

Charles Kaup, Autumn Burns, Erin Smith, Shavonne Washington-Krauth, Amy Price, 

Emily Ortner, Jen Frasier, Krista Horton, Adrian Jones, Athena Ramos, Primus Jones 

3. Approval of Minutes (2 min) 

a. Motion: JohnCarl Denkovich  Second: Athena Ramos 

4. Presentation (20 min) 

a. Krista Horton (Youth Program Associate), presented progress on building MOTAC’s new 

approach to the youth tobacco prevention/education program. 

i. Request for presentation to be sent out to all Coalition members.  

ii. Q&A for attendees related to evidence-based programming (EBP) selection, age 

ranges, interested subgrantees, methods of evaluation and tracking, and ETA to 

rollout.  

5. Election (5 min) 

a. Consideration of Jasmine Harris for Secretary (fulfill balance of term for Lori Thomas). 

i. Motion Fails. Yay: 3 Nay: 5 Abstain: 3 Non-Voting: 6  

6. Officer Updates (3 min) 

a. President/Vice President 

i. The Executive Committee meeting will be cancelled for tomorrow (04/03/2018). 

b. Treasurer 

i. Current Balance: $2,148.19 

1. Membership Dues of $100.00 received from all subgrantees. 

2. Outstanding Balance Due: $379.86 

7. Committee Reports 

a. Program Coordinator (3 min) 

i. See Report 

ii. Request to Coordinator to send out email detailing process of elections to 

members/subgrantees, specifically a timeline.  

b. Media/Public Relations Sub-Committee (3 min) 

i. See Minutes 

ii. In addition to MOTAC sponsored boards, DCHD has sponsored CDC Tips 

Campaign Boards, with 4 billboards total. 2 in North Omaha, 2 in South Omaha. 

 



c. Clean Air/Tobacco Free parks Sub-Committee (3 min) 

i. See Minutes 

ii. DCHD is conducting a mailing to 2,000+ healthcare providers and is hoping to 

use MOTAC bi-fold branded folders to assist with the mailing.  

iii. UNMC has collected three (3) more Tobacco-Free Parks policy endorsements.  

d. TFN (3 min) 

i. Not Present 

 

e. Region 6 (3 min) 

i. Dean Ross will be departing as our beloved Fiscal Agent/Tobacco Prevention 

Specialist. 

ii. Dean will stay on in a transitional role at limited FTE in order to help acclimate 

the new Specialist, and introduce them to subgrantees.   

iii. Region 6 has posted the position, and is scheduling interviews for Dean’s 

position.  

 

8. Community/Coalition Announcements (10 min) 

a. Earth Day Omaha, April 21 (11a-6p) 

b. Cinco de Mayo 

i. Parade, May 5 (10a-12p) 

ii. Health Fair  (12p-4p) 

c. Olson Women’s Center Women’s Health Week, May 15 (10a-2p) 

d. GLSEN Omaha’s Corn This Way, May 19 (10a-3:30p) 

e. Children’s and Madonna Trauma Conference, June 1 (7a-4p) 

f. SAFE Event, June 2 (1p-4p) 

g. Juneteenth, June 16 (10a-12p) 

h. World Refugee Day, June 16 (10a-2p) 

i. Heartland Pride Parade, June 30 (10a-12p) 

  



 

 

 

General Coalition Meeting 
Minutes 

Maurer College of Public Health, Room 3020 

02/06/2018 – (12:00p-1:00p) 

1. Call to Order: 12:08p     Call to Adjourn: 1:03p 

2. Introductions 

j. Present: JohnCarl Denkovich, Erin Smith, Linda Lovgren, Becky Smart, Autumn Burns, 

Amy Price, Jennifer Frasier, Jennifer Green, Athena Ramos, Marcela Carvajal, Emily 

Ortner, Shannon Melton, Natalia Trinidad, Dean Ross, Dr. Richard Stacy. 

3. Approval of Minutes 

a. Motion: Athena Ramos  Second: Amy Price 

4. Nomination 

a. Jasmine Harris has been nominated to fulfill the remainder of currently vacant seat of 

Secretary.  

b. Per MOTAC by-laws, the Coalition will have 30 days to consider the nomination. 

Elections for the vacant seat of Secretary will be held at the next meeting of 4/3/18. 

5. Officer Updates 

a. President/Vice President 

i. Announcement of Shannon Melton of Omaha Healthy Kids Alliance appointed 

as Advisor to the President, to serve on MOTAC’s Executive Committee in a non-

voting capacity.  

ii. Executive Committee convened on 02/02/18 with Quorum. No votes taken. 

1. Discussions took place regarding the clarification of by-laws on the 

process of “appointing” Advisors by the President, and their role on the 

Executive Committee, due to conflicting and/or vague policy language. 

Currently seeking redress.  

iii. Jennifer Green (HFS) & JohnCarl Denkovich (HFS) presented on Tobacco Free 

Parks, and worked to assign public-facing policy roles to Executive Committee 

members.  

b. Treasurer 

i. Current Balance: $2148.19 

ii. Membership Dues of $100.00 Received: CUMC, HFS, UNMC, Region 6,  

1. Outstanding: ALA 

6. Committee Reports 

a. Program Coordinator 

i. See Report 



b. Media/Public Relations Sub-Committee 

i. See Minutes 

c. Clean Air/Tobacco Free parks Sub-Committee 

i. See Minutes 

d. TFN 

i. As a private citizen you do not sacrifice your right to lend support to any 

legislative bill you deem appropriate. However, any contact of your elected 

representatives for a bill or ordinance already introduced on the floor or into 

committee of any kind, at city, county, or state levels, must be done off of grant 

time, and on your own private and personal time.  

ii. There are currently 3 separate bills under consideration in the legislature to 

increase the tobacco tax by at least $1.00.  

1. LB 1084: Couples a tobacco tax increase with property tax relief. The 

hearing on this bill will take place Tuesday, 02/13/2018. This bill appears 

to have the most traction for passage.  

2. LB 1062: Proposes an increase in tobacco prevention funding to 2.14m, 

introduced by Senator McDonald (Omaha). A hearing will be held 

02/15/2018 in Appropriations Committee.  

e. Region 6 

i. Special thanks to subgrantees for timely submission of Quarterly Reports and 

TRAIN Reports.  

ii. Currently, the subgrantees are at 29% of spend-down, $152,000. The Region will 

require spend-down plans to be submitted by 02/14/2018 of any surplus that 

may exist within budget.  

7. Community/Coalition Announcements 

a. Jennifer Green 

i. Jennifer will be departing Heartland Family Service and the TFN grant to serve as 

the Director of Community Grants for the Charles E. Lakin Foundation.  

ii. Jennifer has been named to serve as an advisor to the MOTAC Executive 

Committee by the President, with the consent of the balance of the Committee 

members.  

b. TEAM Announcement 

i. Tobacco-Free Parks Policy 

1. Bellevue City Council will consider an ordinance to make all parks 

tobacco-free as soon as February 13. 

2. Murray City Council is also currently considering a tobacco-free parks 

policy, in some form.  

ii. World No Tobacco Day: “Bag the Butts Challenge” 

1. Doing a contest where teams will conduct park clean-ups and bring in 

tobacco-trash to be weighed at TEAM home-base. 

2. The team with the heaviest weigh-in at the end of the day will win a 

grand prize. Each team will win some kind of prize for participating.  

3. MOTAC is invited to participate, although they are aware of our 3-day 

park clean-up event.  


